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1856. The Legislative Council was made an elective chamber. 
1857. March 12. Desjardins Canal railway accident; 70 lives lost. 
1858. Adoption of the decimal system of currency. Selection by the Queen of the 

City of Ottawa as the Capital of the Dominion and permanent seat of 
Government. 

April. Cold found in British Columbia. 
September. Gold found in Tangier River, N .S . 

1860. August 25. Opening of the Victoria Bridge by the Prince of Wales. This 
bridge crosses the St. Lawrence at Montreal, on the line of the Grand 
Trunk Railway. I t is the largest iron tubular bridge in the worlcj, is 60 
feet high in the centre, and nearly two miles in length. 

September 1. Laying of the corner stone of the Parl iament Buildings a t 
Ottawa by the Prince of Wales. These buildings, together with the 
Departmental Buildings, have been erected at a total cost, up to 30th 
June , 1890, of $4,884,678. 

1861. Population of Upper Canada, 1,396,091; of Lower Canada, 1,111,566; of New 
Brunswick, 252,047 ; of Nova Scotia, 330,857 ; of Prince Edward Island, 
80,857 ; of Vancouver's Island, exclusive of Indians, 3,024. 

1866. March 17. Termination of the Reciprocity Treaty, in consequence of notice 
given by the United States. 

June 1. Invasion of Canada by Fenians. • Batt le of Ridgeway,- and retreat 
of the volunteers. 

June 3. Withdrawal of the Fenians into the Uni ted States. 
June 8. Firs t Meeting of Parliament in the new buildings a t Ottawa. A t 

this meeting the final resolutions necessary to effect the Confederation of 
the Provinces were passed. 

1867. February 10. The British North America Act passed by the Imperial 
Legislature. 

Ju ly 1. Union of the Provinces of Canada, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick 
under the name of the Dominion of Canada. The names of Upper and 
Lower Canada were changed to Ontario and Quebec respectively 

Lord Monck was the first Governor General of the Dominion, and the first 
Parl iament met on the 0th November, Sir John A. Macdonald being 
Premier. 

1868. April 7. Hon. T. D'Arcy McGee, M.P . , murdered at Ottawa. 
Ju ly 31. The Rupert 's Land Act passed by the Imperial Government pro­

viding for the acquisition by the Dominion of the North-West Terri­
tories. 

1869. June 22. Bill passed providing for the Government of the North-West 
Territories. 

October 29. Hon. Win. Macdougall appointed Lieutenant-Governor. 
Red River Rebellion. 
November 19. Deed of surrender signed, Hudson's Bay Company to Her 

Majesty. 
1870. March 4. Thomas Scott shot at For t Garry. 

September 24. Arrival at Fort Garry of the Expedition under Colonel 
(Lord) Wolseley, when the rebels were found to have dispersed. 

May 25. Fenians crossed the frontier at Trout River in Quebec, but were 
driven back by the volunteers. 


